WEN'S FIRST ATTEMPT AT REFORM

of the foot-binding in conformity with the good
Chinese custom."

Wen earnestly listened to the sentiment of his
mother expressed in words to the above effect.
Again, however, he renewed his protests, declar-
ing that there was no reason why Chinese women
should mutilate their feet. Whereupon his mother
brought forth the new and forceful argument of
referring to the Hakkas. The Hakkas were an
alien people who lived in that part of Kwantung.
The Chinese did not consider the Hakkas their
equal.

"Behold the Hakkas!" declared the mother of
Wen. "No Hakka woman has bound feet. The
Hakkas do not bind their feet as do the Bandis
or Chinese. Would you have your sister a Hakka
woman or a Chinese woman? Would you have
her as a stranger or as one of us?"

This, however, did not settle the argument nor
end the protest. Finally, the mother, with her
love for her son, and with her pity awakened anew
for her daughter, became so affected that she re-
fused to bind her daughter's feet any longer and,
Chinese fashion, turned the hard-hearted job over
to a woman specialist of the village, who, in spite
of Wen's continued protests, prosecuted the prac-
tice to a successful end.

Sun, through his political influence, has done
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